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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To suppress image degradation by 
performing limiter processing which is different from a quantization step 
value in conformity with the frequency distribution of an orthogonal 
transformation coefficient value. 

SOLUTION: A reference quantization step value calculating part 8 
estimates such a reference quantization step value 104 as to encode 
the transformation coefficient value 102 of an input image below a target 
coding value 109, and outputs it to an adder 10. A difference 
quantization step value calculating circuit 9 calculates a difference 
quantization step value 1 10 by using a difference value from a target 
coding amount based on an output coding amount of a variable length 
coding circuit 7, and outputs it to the adder 10. An adaptive limiter 
circuit 1 1 adaptively performs limiter processing of frequency analysis 
information 103 that is calculated by a frequency analyzer circuit 3 and 
the value 1 10 and outputs it as a quantization step value 105 to be used 
for quantization processing. 
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